
Forsyth Township Board 
Regular Meeting 

Gwinn Community Center 
January 22, 2026 

 
Supervisor Kevern called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.    
 
Board Members Present:  Supervisor Kevern, Clerk Lauren, Trustee Hammond and Trustee Fowler 
 
Board Members Absent:  Treasurer Underwood 
 
Also Present:  Township Manager Back, Attorney Nordeen, a number of township employees and 
concerned citizens. 
 
Approval of Minutes:  Motion by Hammond, supported by Fowler, to approve the minutes from the 
December 18, 2025 Board Meeting, as presented.  Motion carried.   
 
Agenda:  Motion by Lauren, supported by Kevern, to approve the agenda, with the addition of 10i. 
Budget Adjustments.  Motion carried. 
 
Public Comment:  Ryan Lipinski commented on a package scam going through the community.  He also 
announced the Cardboard Sled Races and a Valentine’s Day Party with Crafts.  Jordan Russell introduced 
herself as working with the Marquette County Conservation District at Sawyer with the Silver Lead Lake 
Greenway project.  Daryl Johnson commented on frozen hydrants.  Manger Back commented on the 
thawed hydrants.  Adam Jacobson commented on the sidewalks and leadership. 
 
Manager’s Report:  Township Manager Paul Back updated the Board and Community on the following:  
Assessing preparing for 2026 rollout, Fire stats, Library fundraiser, Senior Center mobile Secretary of 
State Office, Township Budget, Zoning document scanning, Police stats and missing person call, posting 
of the vacant Water Operator position and the Marquette County Water Department Mutual Aid 
Agreement, grinder pump at lift station, snow removal equipment parts, posted open Laborer position, 
Trustee Fowler will be temporary advisor for leadership development at public works, Employee 
Recognition award, and Policy Review Committee. 
 
Attorney’s Report:  Attorney Nordeen did not provide a written report.  He stated items were 
completed and he will provide a report next month.   
 
Approval of Bills & Vouchers:  Motion by Lauren, supported by Hammond, to approve the bills and 
vouchers totaling $94,141.64, as presented.  Supervisor Kevern abstained.  Motion carried 3-0. 

 
Forsyth Township 
Bills For Approval 

1/22/26 
 

Vendor Description Amount 

Airgas PW Gas 58.49 

Amazon PD Supplies 154.75 



American Welding & Gas EMS Oxygen 326.04 

Avis Meyers-Ketola Reimbursement for Office Supplies 24.99 

Barrett Auto PW Repair 100.00 

Bell Roofing PD Garage Roof Repair 403.74 

Bound Tree EMS Medical Supplies 1,049.04 

Crossroads Truck Repair Transfer Station Truck Repair 388.00 

CUPPAD Master Plan Rewrite 25,000.00 

Drug Screens Plus Drug Testing 227.00 

Election Source Annual Maintenance Contract 1,845.00 

Gene's Towing EMS Towing 209.00 

GFS CH Concession Food 188.13 

Honor CU Various Dept Supplies 1,461.37 

ImperialDade Water Supplies 330.55 

Integris Computer Support  8,949.50 

Joe & Sons Auto Repair PW Tire Change 96.00 

Menards PW Supplies 326.82 

MERS Project Study 1,800.00 

Michelle Borrett Reimbursement for Supplies & Postage 151.80 

Modeltown Express Various Dept Fuel 874.72 

O'Dea, Nordeen, Burink & Pickens Attorney Fees 652.00 

Phoenix Safety Outfitters FD Uniforms 2,265.10 

Pitney Bowes Postage  1,065.57 

Pomps Tire PW Tires  818.88 

Quill Various Dept Supplies 339.57 

Range Telecommunications Miss Dig  54.00 

Safelite PD Windshield Replacement 499.98 

Snyder Drug PD PW Supplies 97.08 

State of Michigan PD Prints & Token 240.00 

State of Michigan EMS QA Assessment 171.29 

Swailes Plumbing & Heating PD Install Heating Unit 2,500.00 

Tanya Savage Reimbursement for Uniform & Alterations 88.20 

The Mining Journal Publishing 605.00 

The Office Planning Group SC OFF Copier Maintenance 251.43 

TransUnion PD Background Checks 107.00 

Unifirst Carpet/Uniform Service 520.88 

UP Kubota PW Parts 971.99 

UP Off Road PW Plow Undercarriage 916.70 

UPEA Engineering 1,623.00 

USABlueBook Water Supplies 425.26 

Wex Bank Fuel Various Dept 3,105.90 

US Postal Service W/S Billing Permit 370.00 



Zack Kevern Reimbursement for Parts 112.34 

Zer0127 Motorsports & Designs PW Inspections and Lettering 1,886.31 

      

Total  63,652.42  
 
 

Forsyth Township 
Additional Bills For Approval 

1/22/26 
 

Vendor Description Amount 

Ace Hardware Various Dept Supplies 588.21  

Assoc. of Public Treasurers Membership and Training 458.00  

Auto Value Parts for Various Dept 3,470.74  

Bound Tree EMS Medical Supplies 338.91  

BS&A Software Software Support 5,609.00  

City of Marquette PW Bacteriological Analysis 75.00  

Election Source ID Cards 59.26  

Honor Credit Union MTA Conf, PW Parts, Notary 3,615.19  

Hot Tunes SC Dance 350.00  

ImperialDade PW Towels, TP, Bags, Mops 430.50  

Integris Computer Support 801.90  

Michelle Belcher Reimbursement Christmas Decorations 16.96  

MJ VanDamme Snow Removal 6,820.00  

Pitney Bowes Postage 575.58  

Quill Various Dept Supplies 79.98  

Tim Tomlinson Reimbursement for Training Meals 100.00  

Unifirst Carpet/Uniform Svc 204.86  

UPEA Engineering 3,339.00  

UP International Trucks PW Parts 2,413.90  

US Postal Service SC Newsletter & Stamps 148.66  

Zach Borrett Reimbursement for SC Computer 993.57  

     

  30,489.22  

 Original Bill Listing 63,652.42  

 Total Accounts Payable 94,141.64  

   

Voucher Numbers for GO, Police, Clubhouse, Ambulance, Library, Water & Sewer: 91516 - 91627 

Voucher Numbers for Tax   2428-2449   



  
 ACTION ITEMS:     
      
Blight Ordinance (10a.):  Motion by Hammond, supported by Lauren, to approve the Blight Ordinance, 
as presented.  Roll call:  Supervisor Kevern – yes, Clerk Lauren – yes, Trustee Fowler – yes, Trustee 
Hammond – yes, Treasurer Underwood – absent.  Motion carried. 
 
Blight Fees (10b.):  Motion by Hammond, supported by Fowler, to approve blight fees of a $500 base 
rate for clean-ups, plus the actual expense of the clean-up and a $250 base rate, with $50 per hour fees, 
for mowing, as recommended.  Motion carried.  
 
FD – Purchase Air Packs (10c.):  Motion by Fowler, supported by Lauren, to approve the Fire 
Department replacing 5 bottles for air packs, totaling $8,800.00.  Clerk Lauren explained there are 
bottles that are expiring, therefore they need to be replaced.  The replacements will be 30-year bottles.  
The bottles that are currently being used are 15-year bottles.  Motion carried. 
 
Retiree Medical Coverage Clarification (10d.):  Motion by Lauren, supported by Kevern, to approve 
clarification of health care for Paula Sirois and dependent to end on May 21, 2026 and Paul Sirois to end 
on May 21st based on signed contracts.  Discussion ensued.  Motion amended by Lauren, support 
amended by Kevern, to approve current health care for Paula and family until the end of Paul’s contract.  
Motion carried. 
 
W/S Committee – 18 E. Jackpine St. (10e.):  Motion by Hammond, supported by Lauren, to approve 
adjusting the water/sewer bill for 18 E. Jackpine, as recommended.  Motion carried. 
 
W/S Committee – 12 N. Smith St. (10f.):  Motion by Hammond, supported by Lauren, to approve 
water/sewer billing for 12 N. Smith St., as recommended.  Motion carried. 
 
Appoint ZBA Member (10g.):  Motion by Lauren supported by Kevern, to approve appointing Jayson 
Dutiel to the ZBA, as recommended.  Motion carried. 
 
Work Plan and Mutual Aid Agreement (10h.):  Motion by Hammond, supported by Lauren, to approve 
the Work Plan and Mutual Aid Agreement, as presented.  Clerk Lauren explained that this is mutual aid 
between the Marquette County Water Department at KI Sawyer and Forsyth Township’s Water 
Department until we can hire a Water Operator.  Motion carried. 
 
Budget Adjustments (10i.):  Motion by Kevern, supported by Lauren, to approve the budget 
adjustments, as presented.  Motion carried. 
 

01/20/2026                              REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE REPORT FOR FORSYTH 
TOWNSHIP                                         

PERIOD ENDING 
01/31/2026  

        

  2025-26 01/31/2026 AVAILABLE ESTIMATE 2025-2026  

    
CURRENT 
BUDGET YTD BALANCE BALANCE REST OF FY 

AMENDED 
BUDGET 

Amount of 
Adjustment 

        

Fund 101 - GENERAL OPERATING FUND   

Dept 172 - TOWNSHIP MANAGER  



101-172-
715.0 

PAYROLL 
TAXES TWP 
MANAGER 576.68  4,299.18  (3,722.50) 1,428.72  5,727.90  5151.22 

Total Dept 172 
- TOWNSHIP 
MANAGER   576.68  4,299.18  (3,722.50) 1,428.72  5,727.90  5151.22 

        

Dept 247 - BD OF REVIEW  

101-247-
930.0 

BOARD OF 
REVIEW 
EXPENSES 295.00  420.75  (125.75) 0.00  420.75  125.75 

Total Dept 247 
- BD OF 
REVIEW   295.00  420.75  (125.75) 0.00  420.75  125.75 

         
Dept 257 - ASSESSING & ZONING  

101-257-
930.0 

ASSESSOR 
OFFICE 
EXPENSES 15,000.00  23,529.04  (8,529.04) 3,621.52  27,150.56  12150.56 

Total Dept 257 
- ASSESSING 
& ZONING   15,000.00  23,529.04  (8,529.04) 3,621.52  27,150.56  12150.56 

         
Dept 261 - OFFICE  

101-261-
702.0 

OFFICE 
WAGES 70,000.00  70,178.59  (178.59) 11,772.54  81,951.13  11951.13 

101-261-
715.0 

OFFICE 
PAYROLL 
TAXES 5,000.00  5,073.40  (73.40) 851.84  5,925.24  925.24 

101-261-
717.0 

OFFICE 
INSURANC
E 54,000.00  67,127.92  (13,127.92) 8,490.70  75,618.62  21618.62 

101-261-
718.0 

OFFICE 
RETIREMEN
T EXPENSE 42,000.00  42,404.92  (404.92) 13,540.32  55,945.24  13945.24 

101-261-
920.0 

TELEPHON
E/ELECTRIC
/WATER & 
SEWER 4,000.00  4,629.73  (629.73) 1,180.00  5,809.73  1809.73 

Total Dept 261 
- OFFICE   175,000.00  189,414.56  (14,414.56) 35,835.40  225,249.96  50249.96 

         
Dept 262 - ELECTIONS  

101-262-
702.0 

ELECTION 
WAGES 10,000.00  10,219.65  (219.65) 0.00  10,219.65  219.65 

101-262-
715.0 

ELECTION 
PAYROLL 
TAXES 300.00  373.61  (73.61) 0.00  373.61  73.61 

Total Dept 262 
- ELECTIONS   10,300.00  10,593.26  (293.26) 0.00  10,593.26  293.26 

         
Dept 265 - BUILDINGS & GROUNDS  

101-265-
717.0 

BUILDINGS 
& GRDS 5,000.00  14,425.83  (9,425.83) 1,800.00  16,225.83  11225.83 



INSURANC
E 

101-265-
930.0 

BUILDINGS 
& GRDS 
REPAIRS/EX
P 45,000.00  47,680.05  (2,680.05) 6,000.00  53,680.05  8680.05 

Total Dept 265 
- BUILDINGS 
& GROUNDS   50,000.00  62,105.88  (12,105.88) 7,800.00  69,905.88  19905.88 

         
Dept 267 - PROFESSIONAL SERVICES  

101-267-
803.0 

PROFESSIO
NAL 
SERVICES 30,000.00  46,529.50  (16,529.50) 800.00  47,329.50  17329.5 

Total Dept 267 
- 
PROFESSION
AL SERVICES   30,000.00  46,529.50  (16,529.50) 800.00  47,329.50  17329.5 

         
Dept 268 - INSURANCE/SUPPLIES/SUPPORT  

101-268-
717.2 

RETIRED 
EMPLOYEE 
INSURANC
E 750.00  1,216.83  (466.83) 620.00  1,836.83  1086.83 

101-268-
956.0 

MISCELLAN
EOUS 
EXPENSES 500.00  1,560.81  (1,060.81) 1,260.81  2,821.62  2321.62 

Total Dept 268 
- 
INSURANCE/S
UPPLIES/SUP
PORT   1,250.00  2,777.64  (1,527.64) 1,880.81  4,658.45  3408.45 

         
Dept 528 - TRANSFER STATION  

101-528-
930.0 

TRANSFER 
STATION 
EXPENSES 60,000.00  77,116.91  (17,116.91) 27,000.00  104,116.91  44116.91 

Total Dept 528 
- TRANSFER 
STATION   60,000.00  77,116.91  (17,116.91) 27,000.00  104,116.91  44116.91 

         
Dept 651 - AMBULANCE  

101-651-
979.0 

AMBULANC
E CAPITAL 
OUTLAY 0.00  2,091.53  (2,091.53) 0.00  2,091.53  2091.53 

Total Dept 651 
- AMBULANCE   0.00  2,091.53  (2,091.53) 0.00  2,091.53  2091.53 

         
Dept 672 - SENIOR CITIZEN DIRECTOR  

101-672-
715.0 

SR CITIZEN 
PAYROLL 
TAXES 11,000.00  12,010.62  (1,010.62) 2,300.00  14,310.62  3310.62 



101-672-
717.0 

SR CITIZEN 
INSURANC
E 1,100.00  21,287.97  (20,187.97) 8,846.00  30,133.97  29033.97 

101-672-
727.0 

SENIOR 
CENTER 
OFFICE 
SUPPLIES 11,500.00  12,011.60  (511.60) 450.00  12,461.60  961.6 

101-672-
920.0 

SR CENTER 
PHONE 
BILLS 3,900.00  4,302.14  (402.14) 878.00  5,180.14  1280.14 

101-672-
956.0 

SENIOR 
CENTER 
MISC. 
EXPENSES 5,500.00  7,062.11  (1,562.11) 1,200.00  8,262.11  2762.11 

Total Dept 672 
- SENIOR 
CITIZEN 
DIRECTOR   33,000.00  56,674.44  (23,674.44) 13,674.00  70,348.44  37348.44 

        

Dept 732 - BLIGHT COMMITTEE  

101-732-
702.0 

BLIGHT 
COMMITTE
E WAGES 1,500.00  2,260.00  (760.00) 310.00  2,570.00  1070 

101-732-
715.0 

BLIGHT 
COMM 
PAYROLL 
TAXES 115.00  172.90  (57.90) 83.00  255.90  140.9 

Total Dept 732 
- BLIGHT 
COMMITTEE   1,615.00  2,432.90  (817.90) 393.00  2,825.90  1210.9 

         
TOTAL 
EXPENDITURE
S   377,036.68  477,985.59  

(100,948.9
1) 92,433.45  570,419.04  193,382.36  

         

Fund 207 - POLICE FUND   

         

207-000-
717.0 

EMPLOYEE
S 
INSURANC
E 127,000.00  142,771.37  (15,771.37) 26,064.44  168,835.81  41835.81 

207-000-
930.0 

REPAIRS & 
MAINTENA
NCE 9,500.00  13,205.15  (3,705.15) 1,000.00  14,205.15  4705.15 

207-000-
955.0 

NARCOTIC 
K-9 
EXPENSES 4,500.00  5,181.77  (681.77) 150.00  5,331.77  831.77 

207-000-
977.0 

UNIFORMS 
& 
EQUIPMEN
T 15,000.00  15,700.43  (700.43) 4,500.00  20,200.43  5200.43 

Total Dept 000 
- NON 
DEPARTMENT
AL   156,000.00  176,858.72  (20,858.72) 31,714.44  208,573.16    



               
TOTAL 
EXPENDITURE
S   156,000.00  176,858.72  (20,858.72) 31,714.44  208,573.16  52573.16 

         
Fund 211 - CLUBHOUSE/RECREATION FUND   

         

211-000-
702.2 

TOURIST 
PARK 
WAGES 18,000.00  19,135.52  (1,135.52) 0.00  19,135.52  1135.52 

211-000-
930.0 

REPAIR & 
MAINTENA
NCE 14,000.00  17,609.73  (3,609.73) 0.00  17,609.73  3609.73 

Total Dept 000 
- NON 
DEPARTMENT
AL   32,000.00  36,745.25  (4,745.25) 0.00  36,745.25    

         
TOTAL 
EXPENDITURE
S   32,000.00  36,745.25  (4,745.25) 0.00  36,745.25  4745.25 

         
Fund 271 - LIBRARY FUND   

         

271-000-
718.0 

EMPLOYEE
S 
RETIREMEN
T 2,751.00  2,751.32  (0.32)   2,751.32  

0.32000000
0000164 

Total Dept 000 
- NON 
DEPARTMENT
AL   2,751.00  2,751.32  (0.32)   2,751.32    

         
TOTAL 
EXPENDITURE
S   2,751.00  2,751.32  (0.32)   2,751.32  

0.32000000
0000164 

         
Fund 590 - SEWER FUND   

         

590-000-
727.0 

OFFICE 
SUPPLIES & 
EXPENSE 9,500.00  9,532.41  (32.41) 3,000.00  12,532.41  3032.41 

590-000-
801.0 

PROFESSIO
NAL FEES 10,000.00  14,039.19  (4,039.19) 3,000.00  17,039.19  7039.19 

590-000-
956.0 

OPERATING 
EXPENSES 7,000.00  11,764.83  (4,764.83) 3,000.00  14,764.83  7764.83 

590-000-
968.0 

DEPRECIAT
ION 
EXPENSE 98,800.00  102,231.00  (3,431.00)   102,231.00  3431 

Total Dept 000 
- NON 
DEPARTMENT
AL   125,300.00  137,567.43  (12,267.43) 9,000.00  146,567.43    



         
TOTAL 
EXPENDITURE
S   125,300.00  137,567.43  (12,267.43) 9,000.00  146,567.43  21267.43 

         
Fund 591 - WATER FUND   

         
591-000-
718.0 

RETIREMEN
T 112,000.00  123,551.92  (11,551.92) 10,000.00  133,551.92  21551.92 

591-000-
727.0 

OFFICE 
SUPPLIES & 
EXPENSE 11,000.00  11,629.42  (629.42) 2,500.00  14,129.42  3129.42 

591-000-
740.0 

OPERATING 
SUPPLIES 1,250.00  3,346.00  (2,096.00)   3,346.00  2096 

Total Dept 000 
- NON 
DEPARTMENT
AL   124,250.00  138,527.34  (14,277.34) 248,500.00  387,027.34    

         
TOTAL 
EXPENDITURE
S   124,250.00  138,527.34  (14,277.34) 248,500.00  387,027.34  262777.34 

         
Fund 811 - ROAD FUND   

         
811-000-
930.0 

ROAD 
REPAIRS 478,000.00  519,767.34  (41,767.34) 0.00  519,767.34  41767.34 

Total Dept 000 
- NON 
DEPARTMENT
AL   478,000.00  519,767.34  (41,767.34) 0.00  519,767.34   

         
TOTAL 
EXPENDITURE
S   478,000.00  519,767.34  (41,767.34) 0.00  519,767.34  41767.34 

 
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS:   
 
Unfreeze Fire Hydrants (11a.):  Manager Back explained there was a straw pole on this subject.  He read 
the email he sent to all 5 Board Members and Legal Counsel.  There were 27 frozen fire hydrants which a 
vendor could thaw by the end of the week for $9,000.00.  All 5 Board Members voted yes.  Attorney 
Nordeen gave legal counsel on why frozen hydrants could create significant liability for the township.  
  
OLD BUSINESS:  None 
 
CORRESPONDENCE:  None 
 
Public Comment:  Mike Jakubowski commented on fire hydrants and sidewalk safety.  Adam Jacobson 
commented on fire hydrants.  Daryl Johnson commented on fire hydrants, Nordeen Park trees and a 
Nordeen Park building roof.     



Corporal Cassie Smith stated she applied for a grant to receive a vest for K9 Officer Zeke.  Donations 
were received to supplement the grant funds.  This is a ballistic and stab resistant vest.  K9 Officer Zeke 
will wear it on appropriate occasions.  Forsyth Township used no money to purchase the vest.  K9 Officer 
Zeke was presented in the vest for resident viewing.    
 
Board Comment:  Trustee Hammond asked about the KI Sawyer fire hydrants.  He was informed they 
were maintained by Marquette County through the KI Sawyer Water Department.  Clerk Lauren thanked 
all for the recent search and recovery effort.  He recognized Corporal Cassie Smith and K9 Officer Zeke 
for their efforts during the search.  Supervisor Kevern concurred with Clerk Lauren’s statement. He also 
offered his condolences to the Ketola family for the resent passing of former Forsyth Township 
employee Karen Ketola.  He then reminded the community of the Valentines Craft Party and the 
Cardboard sledding at KI Sawyer. 
 
Adjournment:  Supervisor Kevern adjourned the meeting at 7:02 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Stacy Linnee       Ron Lauren 
Board Secretary       Forsyth Township Clerk 


